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Senior’s Chesed Builds Awareness 

 K O L  R A M B A M

Seniors Elisha Galler and Bracha Hirsch display refreshments designed to promote epilepsy awareness.
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For years, Maimonides School seniors have 
devoted their second-semester Wednes-
days to service at community agencies and 
organizations. Their “Project Shalom” volun-
teer service sites have ranged from nursery 
schools to nursing homes, from inner-city 
shelters to suburban clinics. 

This year, Elisha Galler launched a new
charity: Hope Time Cure Epilepsy Founda-
tion. “There’s a reason that this was my
Project Shalom. It is creating shalom,”
Elisha said. “It allowed me to do chesed in a
meaningful way.”

Elisha said he built Hope Time Cure in 
partnership with Massachusetts General 
Hospital, which supports fundraising at the 
community level by extending its non-
profit status. Donations to Hope Time Cure 
benefit the hospital’s pediatric epilepsy 
program.  

Elisha said he was inspired by his 12-year-
old brother, who was diagnosed with
epilepsy at age 4.  “I always wanted to do
something related to epilepsy, like working
with kids in a hospital.  But this is some-
thing much more fulfilling, to build

awareness of one of the most neglected 
and misunderstood diseases,”   Elisha said. 
“I’m grateful that the school allowed me to 
push forward with a Project Shalom project 
of my own.”

Hope Time Cure sponsored an epilepsy 
awareness day on April 22, involving not 
only Maimonides but also several other 
area day schools. Purple is the color associ-
ated with the campaign to cure this illness, 
and the 22nd was designated Purple Day. 
Students and staff wore purple clothing, in-
cluding special T-shirts designed by Meirav 
Gebler ’09 and sold by Elisha. In Sharon and 
Brookline, utility poles were festooned with 
purple ribbons, with the towns’ blessing. In 
Canton and Sharon, Shaw’s supermarkets 
sold purple-frosted kosher cupcakes. 

“I think it was a huge success,” Elisha said 
of his awareness campaign. “An amazing 

number of kids came to school wearing 
purple that day. I remember looking out 
into the auditorium and it was like an end-
less sea of purple.”

Elisha spoke to the assembled Middle and 
Upper School students about epilepsy; his 
brother and other family members were 
alongside. “Based on the reactions of kids 
who came up to me, I think the awareness 
piece was strong,” Elisha said. “Having my 
brother up there and really putting a face 
to the disease resonated very strongly 
with the student body.” He also spoke to 
Elementary School students, who asked 
“amazing questions.”

“We felt like we were having an impact 
when people opened up about having 
this disease,” he continued. “We brought 
materials to Shake Shack in Chestnut Hill 
and a woman who works there said she 
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Ann Gilmore

Ann Gilmore earned degrees at Yale Univer-
sity and Northeastern School of Law, and 
specialized in civil rights and employment 
issues in her legal practice. Then about 20 
years ago, with a youngster at home, she 
decided that—for her, at least—“litigation 
was incompatible with parenthood.” 

Scores of Maimonides School students and 
their families have been the beneficiaries. 

Ms. Gilmore, Upper School Learning Center 
specialist for 15 years, took the fast track at 
Wheelock College, studying and practice 
teaching days, nights and weekends to earn 
a master’s degree in special education in 14 
months. 

“I fully intended to teach in public schools, 
but all sorts of wonderful people inter-
viewed me at Maimonides,” she said, includ-
ing former teachers, administrators and 
specialists Ahuva Halberstam, Lois Lange, 
Lois Silver and Andrew Slater, as well as 
Brenda Hefter, current director of student 
support services.  

The message they delivered that convinced 
Ms. Gilmore to join them was: “We provide 
special education because we are a commu-
nity school. Our students need it.” She stated, 
“There’s a commitment to broadening the 
scope of students who can be successful 
here.” 

 Since the fall of 1997, Ms. Gilmore has 
worked with students individually or in small 
groups. Her focus is on the humanities, with 
an emphasis on developing writing skills. 
She also helped students in Grades 6-8 be-
fore Maimonides opened its discrete Middle 
School learning center. 

Ms. Gilmore says she loves her job for many 

reasons, and they all seem to revolve around 
students. “I believe in the students,” she 
testified. “My relationship with students 
is as important as any strategy.” She rel-
ishes “helping them develop confidence in 
their strengths, and learning to use those 
strengths to compensate for any weakness.” 

Learning specialists also “help students 
advocate for themselves—‘What kind of a 
learner am I? What strategies are going to 
work for me?’” 

“One of the things I love about the job is I 
get to see their growth and development 
throughout their high school years. That is 
so gratifying.” She said she gets emails from 
students in college and graduate school. 

“Several have gone on to get graduate de-
grees in special education,” she noted. 

“Another thing I love is that the students are 
so appreciative of the help. I still can’t get 
over that,” Ms. Gilmore said. “They flock for 
help, and they are so appreciative. There’s a 
culture of a love of learning.” 

“She is warm and caring and very profes-
sional. The kids just gravitate toward her,” 
Mrs. Hefter said of her colleague. “She is an 
absolute pleasure to work with.”  

Ms. Gilmore also appreciates the depart-
mental collegiality engendered by the 
learning center, which was endowed by the 
family of Esther Edelman, z”l, mother of four 
graduates and grandmother of two alumni 
and one current sophomore. “Being able to 
work in such a warm, spacious and updated 
common room makes it so easy to improve 
our practice,” she said. 

Ms. Gilmore noted that her first legal case 
involved being on a team of lawyers repre-
senting the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe in its 
effort to reclaim ancestral lands in south-
eastern Massachusetts. “We lost the case, 
but I married the tribal leader,” she laughed. 
Ms. Gilmore and her husband, Russell Peters, 
who passed away in 2002, had a daughter, 
Amanda, who is now a preschool teacher. “I 
also inherited a huge extended family – five 
stepchildren, 10 grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren,” she reported.

 In 2006 Mrs. Gilmore visited Israel for the 
first time as she and Mrs. Hefter presented a 
paper at a Hebrew University conference on 
day schools. “We addressed the importance 
of inclusion to really create an authentic 
community school,” Ms. Gilmore said.

faculty profile: Ann Gilmore

New Chair of Board Is Sam Wald ‘92
For the first time in its 75-year history, Maimonides School’s top 
volunteer leader is a graduate.

Samuel J. Wald, a member of the Class of 1992, is the school’s fifth 
Board chair. He succeeds Jeffrey B. Swartz. 

“I’m thrilled to have this unique opportunity to give back to the 
institution that has been central in my life, and that of my family, for 
two generations,” Sam said. “Jeff Swartz has served the school with 
passion and devotion, and I will try to live up to his example.”

Sam began his Maimonides career in the pre-kindergarten in 1978. 
In high school he was active on the math team and also played 
varsity basketball. After learning at Yeshivat Or Yerushalayim,  
Sam attended Yeshiva University, graduating in 1996 from Sy Syms  
School of Business, where he was president of student government. 

That same year he joined Fidelity Investments,  where he worked  
within the real estate equities group for much of his career, and 
today is a portfolio manager.

Before joining the Maimonides Board of Directors four years ago, 
Sam was named to the Board’s Investments Committee. Most 
recently he served as co-treasurer and chair of the  
Finance Committee.

Sam and his wife Tami—co-president of Maimonides PTA for the 
past three years —live in Newton and are the parents of three 
children: Ben, Grade 5; Michael, Grade 2; and Daniel, Kindergarten. 
Sam’s three siblings are also Maimonides graduates: Rabbi Josh 
Wald ‘94, Becky Weisberg ‘97 and Dr. Rafi Wald ‘99. 

Ann Gilmore
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Grade 5 a Growth 
Industry

Associate Principal Reena Slovin and a fifth grade team tend to garden plots alongside  the Brener building.

A cluster of Maimonides School fifth  
graders moved their classroom outdoors 
one glorious May afternoon  to weed  
and water some fledgling plants on the 
school grounds. 

Two of them, Liran Taieb and J.J. Berlove, stopped to put their efforts into a 
larger perspective.  “Let’s say you have a banana,” J.J. explained. “You take the 
peel and put it in compost. That becomes soil, so you make a garden and grow 
more stuff.” Added Liran, “Everybody should try composting at home. The 
environment needs help.”

Their environmental consciousness is a result of last fall’s annual fifth grade 
encampment in Connecticut with specialists from the Teva Learning Alliance. 
Teva’s mission includes “experiential learning that fosters Jewish and ecological 
sustainability.”

That includes “bring-it-back-to-school projects,” said Reena Slovin, Elementary 
School associate principal.

In 2011, the first spring after a Maimonides Teva trip, the emphasis was on 
reusable containers, especially at lunchtime. Last year’s fifth graders acquired 
and installed a large compost bin, raising money and awareness for that 
process.

The current fifth graders are already composting experts, Mrs. Slovin said, since 
they learned all about it in Katie Smith’s fourth-grade science curriculum. Their 
post-Teva efforts consist of not only enhancing compost collections in school 
but also using the soil generated to support an organic garden outside the 
Brener Building.

“It doesn’t sound complicated, but it is,” laughed Mrs. Slovin as she described 
the students’ cycle of scheduling for classroom and lunchroom compost 
collection and indoor and outdoor gardening responsibilities. “They’ve been 
doing the planning, the planting, and they’re excited about the project.”

In April the students started some herbs and vegetable seedlings indoors. 
Then the fifth graders prepared two raised beds—one for vegetables, one for 
herbs—at the foot of the slope adjacent to the Brener Building playground. 

“They’ve put on skits and performances and written songs to increase 
understanding and involvement,” Mrs. Slovin said. “They have made charts and 
sheets and put them on PowerPoint.  And they actually water—it’s just a matter 
of reminding them.”

Some of the fifth graders have taken the composting aspect to a higher level, 
Mrs. Slovin added. “They don’t mind working with leftover food, and they’re 
even stopping in the teachers’ lounge to collect used teabags and Keurig 
K-Cups.”

The class is recruiting Elementary School families from the neighborhood to 
continue watering, weeding and maintaining the gardens during the summer. 
There’s a bonus for those volunteers, Mrs. Slovin said: “They can harvest and eat 
anything that grows there.”

3
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Steve Shimshak ‘96

Sometimes a high school yearbook isn’t an 
accurate forecaster. For example, there isn’t 
a clue in Maimonides School’s 1996 version 
of HaLapid suggesting that Steve Shimshak 
not only would enlighten and inspire Jewish 
preschoolers but also would become known 
as a “social entrepreneur.”

Nevertheless, late last month Steve was 
among nine Boston PresenTense Fellows 
who formally launched new Jewish 
community ventures at ceremonies 
sponsored by Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies.

Steve is developing the Jewish Preschool 
Network, which he describes as “an online 
web resource that streamlines the Jewish 
preschool exploration process by providing 

a ‘virtual tour’ of the Boston-area Jewish 
preschools. By educating and connecting 
young Jewish families with Boston’s quality 
Jewish early childhood education, I hope 
to support Jewish preschools by targeting 
a larger audience that ultimately leads to 
increased enrollment.”

“Inspiration for JPN came from my desire to 
understand, support and further the impact 
of the Boston Jewish preschool system,” 
he continued. “I wanted to know how that 
system works as a whole in supporting one 
another and how each school uniquely 
functions. This venture has allowed me to 
engage with a fascinating, rich and inspiring 
network of schools and begin to help them 
become better known.”

Steve’s connection to early childhood 
education was sparked by a second job. 
“While in graduate school for counseling and 
guidance, I took on some work shadowing 
a preschool boy with behavior issues.  While 
I had never considered working in early 
childhood education, I was instantly hooked.”

After completing his degree at NYU, Steve 
began working at Habonim, a Jewish 
preschool on the Upper West Side of 
Manhattan. “I realized that this was a long-
term shift within my field. Jewish early 
childhood combined my passions for both 
teaching and values-based education,” 
he continued. “I found myself lighting up 
when a child would excitedly share a new 
milestone that he or she had mastered 
independently, or young parents would tell 
me how much they appreciated the time 
and care I took to understand their child.” 

Steve earned a master’s in early childhood 
general and special education at Bank Street 

College in New York, and began a career 
teaching in New York preschool classrooms 
before returning to Massachusetts in 2011. 
“My philosophy is to place strong emphasis 
on social and emotional learning with 
a focus on a child-centered approach,” 
Steve explained. “I value collaborative 
team teaching in which the needs of each 
individual student are assessed and the 
curriculum is tailored to fit with various styles 
of learning. As I moved to Boston, I needed 
to build a new network of professionals 
similar to what I had established in New 
York,” Steve said. “Whereas in New York, these 
connections developed over 10 years, CJP 
helped me kickstart that process within six 
months in the Boston area.”

Last fall he applied for the fellowship 
from PresenTense, an organization that 
promotes young social entrepreneurs in a 
dozen communities in the U.S. and Israel, 
partnering with CJP.  “We admit about a third 
of the applicants,” said Abby Goldenthal of 
the CJP Planning Department. “They are 
approved for two reasons: they have an idea 
that’s viable, and they have demonstrated 
leadership. Steve is incredibly promising, and 
just a wonderful part of the cohort.” 

Over six months, the fellows “receive a  
mini-MBA type of business training so they 
can take this idea they have and make a 
business plan. PresenTense teaches a  
special curriculum for Jewish social 
entrepreneurs with coaches who are 
experienced in business,” she reported.

Steve, a teacher in the preschool at  
Temple Beth Shalom in Needham, lives 
in Brookline with his wife Becca and their 
Yorkie-poo, Lucy. 

alumnus profile 
Steve Shimshak ‘96

has epilepsy.” For weeks after the event he 
spotted purple ribbons and special bumper 
stickers on utility poles, vehicles, and even 
trash cans throughout the region.

Elisha noted that the full impact of the 
awareness campaign was curtailed by the 
aftermath of the April 15 terrorist bombing 
at the Boston Marathon finish line. “It was 
harder to spread purple around the city 
because people were so preoccupied. We 

also cut back on planned activity at Mass. 
General,” he said.

Now Elisha is planning for the future of the 
effort. He cherishes the opportunity to sup-
port MGH. “They were incredibly motivat-
ing and helpful. They’re doing the work to 
help kids and give them opportunities for 
activities that other kids get to do.” More 
than $10,000 has been donated through 
Hope Time Cure, and that “will make a huge 
difference in helping kids in the pediatric 
epilepsy program feel like every other kid.”

Elisha will be learning in Israel next year, 
but he is making arrangements to sustain 
Hope Time Cure. His sister Meital, a student 
at Gann Academy, will be the point person. 
Prospects include expansion of awareness 
day into some public schools. “The follow-
ing year I will be at Boston University, and it 
will be easy to look for ways to expand.”

Elisha can be contacted at hopetimecure@
gmail.com. Donations to his cause may be 
made through the web page give.massgen-
eral.org/epilepsy-foundation. 

Continued from page 1
Senior’s Chesed

Steve and Becca Shimshak  and Lucy
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Initiative to Serve Diverse Learners
Maimonides School will be part of a three-
year program beginning next fall to develop a 
professional development model that will enable 
teachers to better meet the need of diverse 
learners. The initiative is known as B’Yadenu.  

“What is particularly exciting is the program is 
really responsive to whatever needs we identify 
to help our learners achieve at their highest 
levels,” said Barry Ehrlich, director of curriculum 
and instruction, who is the point person for 
this at Maimonides.  “The organizers of this are 
not coming in with any preconceived plan or 
template. It empowers us to identify our needs 
and create a plan in response.”

Six Boston area Jewish day schools are 
testing B’Yadenu, which is funded by the 
Jim Joseph Foundation and the Ruderman 
Family Foundation, with grants administered 
by Combined Jewish Philanthropies. CJP is 
partnering with Gateways: Access to Jewish 
Education of Newton and Yeshiva University’s 
Institute for University-School Partnership.

Funding at Maimonides also will be provided 
through the Rabbi Israel and Mildred Gandal 
Goldman Memorial Fund, an endowment 
established by Mrs. Tobie Levine more than 20 
years ago to support Maimonides students with 
learning needs.

The plan will focus on supporting an approach 

to teaching that takes into account a wider range 
of learner characteristics and needs. This will be 
a much broader population than those who are 
part of the Student Support Services network, 
Mr. Ehrlich said.

“The first step is that we established a school 
leadership team of teachers and administrators,” 
he explained. “That team will identify school 
needs and create the professional development 
plan.  The organizers of this have a support staff 
to help us with that process.” 

“This really empowers teachers to be leaders in 
an important  process – and one of the goals 
of our Long-Range Plan is to invest in teacher 
leadership,” Mr. Ehrlich said. “This is a wonderful 
avenue for us to move in that direction.”

 “Once the plan is developed, we will connect to 
a range of professional development providers 
to address identified needs. The grant money will 
compensate teacher leaders and fund specific 
professional development initiatives,” he said. 

“There are also three summer institutes for the 
leadership team, providing opportunities to 
interact with representatives from other schools,” 
he added.

“We want to better serve a wide range of 
learners. This is not just about struggling 
students or under-challenged students. It’s 
about all students,” said Mr. Ehrlich.

Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, z”tl 
Founder

Rabbi M.J. Cohn, z”l 
Principal Emeritus

Abraham Levovitz, z”l 
President Emeritus

Sam Wald ‘92 
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Nathan Katz ’73 
Head of School

Mike Rosenberg 
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Naomi Ribner 
Designer
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MIDDLE & UPPER SCHOOL

Rabbi Mordechai Soskil 
Principal, Judaic Studies

Judith Boroschek 
Principal, General Studies

Rabbi Dov Huff ’00  
Assistant Principal

Brian Cohen 
Middle School Director

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Rabbi David Saltzman 
Principal

Reena Slovin 
Associate Principal

Kol Rambam is published quarterly 
by the Maimonides School Office 
of Alumni and Community 
Relations.

Comments, questions, and 
suggestions should be addressed to:

Maimonides School
34 Philbrick Road
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Steve Shimshak ‘96

Grade 6 students in the science room
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As School Optimizes Space, Students Benefit
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Maimonides School is wrapping up its 51st year at 34 Philbrick Road. But the school’s first 
and only permanent campus continues to grow and change, anticipating and responding 
to educational needs.

TOP: Micah Beiser ‘17 and a companion on keyboard
RiGHT: Brian Cohen, Middle School director, joins  
David Gould ‘17 on guitar and Akiva Jacobs ‘17 on drums. drums. drums. drums. drums.
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CLASS NOTES

CONDOLENCES  

Contact your class secretary (see listings below) to share your news.  If you would like to serve as a class secretary, contact  
Mike Rosenberg (617) 232-4452 x405, mike@maimonides.org to volunteer. 

1966 
Contact Dr. Tamy (Simon) Chelst, (248) 
353-2268, tamychelst@gmail.com.

1970 
Contact Gary Cantor, (610) 664-3502,  
gcantor@bm.net.

1971 
Contact Rabbi Dr. Ed Goldstein,  
(516) 295-4118, bernieavi@aol.com.

Mazal tov to Ryna (Gindsberg) and Prof. 
Mordechai Kedar on the birth of their 
grandson.

1972 
Contact Marilyn (Zicher) Kramer, 
markrame76@gmail.com.

1974 
Contact Jay Solomont (917) 522-8383, 
jay.solomont@gmail.com; or Daniella 
(Peyser) Teutsch, (201) 379-5408, 
dteutsch@yahoo.com.

1977 
Mazal tov to Dr. Gerald and Beth Schiff on 
the engagement of their daughter, Tova, to 
Adam Berman ’05.

1978 
Mazal tov to Leah (Rosenfield) and 
Dr. Hylton  Lightman on the birth of a 
grandson, Menachem Greenfield; the 
engagement of their daughter Naava to 
Eric Keehn; and the bat mitzvah of their 
daughter Yaira.

 

1981 
Mazal tov to Jeff and Miriam Kosowsky on 
the engagement of their son, Michael ‘09.

1983 
Mazal tov to Sholom and Zena Weglein 
on the birth of their son, Yishai Dov.

1986 
Mazal tov to Rabbi Elly and Yocheved 
Krimsky on the birth of their daughter, 
Yakira Sara Reizel.

1988 
Contact Elka Tovah (Menkes) Davidoff, 
(781) 480-4242, etm@theworld.com.  
Class reunion Aug. 11 in Brookline.

1990 
Mazal tov to Barry Cooper on his 
engagement to Nechama Schiller Gersten.

Mazal tov to Yael Rockoff on her 
engagement to Marco Jona.

1993 
Class reunion June 23 in Brookline.

1995 
Mazal tov to  Lior and Jill Avraham on the 
birth of their son, Ari Samson.

1996 
Mazal tov to Varda (Weinstock) and Marc 
Berkson on the birth of their daughter, 
Shoshana Miriam.

1997 
Mazal tov to Rabbi Avi and Daniella 

Robinson on the birth of twins, Avigayil 
Ora and Yehuda Simcha.  

1999 
Mazal tov to Jonathan and Jamie Banks 
on the birth of their daughter, Abbie.  
Grandfather is Gary Banks ‘64.

Mazal tov to Aryeh and Allison Batalion 
on the birth of their son, Ezra Abe.  

Mazal tov to Josh and Sarah Blechner 
on the birth of their daughter, Aliza. 
Grandfather is Mark Blechner ‘67.

Mazal tov to Hillel and Talia Katchen 
on the birth of their daughter, Shoshana 
Esther.

Mazal tov to Rabbi Philip and Arielle 
Moskowitz on the birth of their daughter, 
Esther Tehilla.  

Mazal tov to Meira Weinstein and Joshua 
Flaster on the birth of their daughter, Miya 
Naomi.  

2000 
Mazal tov to Beth (Lamport) and Yashi 
Kraus on the birth of their son, Maxwell 
Stanley.

Mazal tov to Judith Lupatkin on her 
engagement to Matthew Bernstein. 

Mazal tov to Dimitry and Manuela 
Ofengeim on the birth of their son, 
Benjamin Avi.

2001 
Mazal tov to Dr. Aryeh and Karen Keehn 
on the birth of their son, Shimon Gavriel.

Mazal tov to Shael and Sara Sokolowski 
on the birth of their daughter, Lucy Bea.

Mazal tov to Jennifer (Pick) and Dr. 
Sammy Sultan on the birth of their 
daughter, Adira Blanche.

2002 
Mazal tov to Adam and Abigail Aghion on 
the birth of their son, Eitan Moshe.

Mazal tov to Elan Fuld on his engagement 
to Hallie Weiss. 

Mazal tov to Yoni Spiewak on his marriage 
to Naomi Schanfield.

Mazal tov to Talia (Liben) and Gabriel 
Yarmush on the birth of their son, Asher 
Avior.

2003
Mazal tov to Isaac Betesh on his 
engagement to Raquel Amram.

Mazal tov to Rabbi Noah and Sarah 
Cheses on the birth of their son, Nathaniel 
Moshe.

Mazal tov to Jenna Short on her marriage 
to Nimrod Ido.

Mazal tov to Shira Simcha Nouriel on 
her engagement to former Maimonides 
student Betzalel Haberman-Browns.

2005
Mazal tov to Adam Berman on his 
engagement to Tova Schiff.

2008
Mazal tov to Sam Swartz on his 
engagement to Erica Stern.

Mazal tov to Eli Zimble on his 
engagement to Jessica Wolfe.

2009
Mazal tov to Meira Altabet and Asher 
Zimble on their marriage.

Mazal tov to Tova Ramelson and Michael  
Kosowsky on their engagement.

Gideon Abramowitz ’67 on the passing of 
his beloved father, Leon Abramowitz, z”l.

Leah (Rosenfield) Lightman ’78, Jonathan 
Rosenfield ’80 and Elliot Rosenfield ’84 on 
the loss of their beloved mother, Arlene 
Rosenfield, z”l.

Twenty years after his passing, Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, zt”l, continues to challenge us—not only to 
read his books but also to write our own; not only to study his example but also to pave new paths in acts 
of chesed and commitment to Torah study.

Rabbi Mayer Lichtenstein, one of the Rav’s grandchildren, delivered that message as part of his address 
at an April 10  Jerusalem commemoration event in observance of the Rav’s 20th yahrzeit. The event was 
initiated by Maimonides alumni and friends in Israel in partnership with the RCA and co-sponsored by 
11 other Israel-based organizations. The organizing committee included Rabbi David Shapiro, former 
principal and rosh yeshiva, and Jay Solomont ’74.

Citing how special the evening was to her personally, the Rav’s daughter, Dr. Tovah Lichtenstein, pointed 
out that the gathering was not in tribute to “Rav Soloveitchik,” whose books on Jewish philosophy we 
have studied or whose shiurim we have read, but rather “to a person we knew,” the individual who was 
respectfully referred to by the Orthodox, non-chareidi community in the United States as simply “the Rav.”

“The Rav was not only father to his biological children”, but was father “to his talmidim as well. I shared my 
father with his ‘talmidim children’ and I feel a spiritual kinship with each and every one.”

Israel Event Marks Rav’s Yahrzeit
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Student ambassadors  Several   
 participants in Maimonides School’s   
 first Student Ambassador program
 gathered over pizza and ice cream 
on a spring afternoon to accept thanks 
from organizers, assess their debut season 
and discuss how to build and grow. The 
reviews were overwhelmingly positive. “The 
cohort was an amazing group of juniors and 
seniors,” said Ellen Pulda, development and 
public relations associate, who manages 
the volunteers. “We plan to continue this 
program next year, adding additional 
student ambassadors, and hope to expand 
responsibilities based on student feedback.” 
Student ambassadors were organized last 
fall as a new extracurricular activity for 
students in Grades 11 and 12. Their role is 
self-explanatory—the students are the public 
face of Maimonides through its students, 
serving at lectures, concerts and other 

events as greeters, tour guides, helpers  
and resources. 

E ngineering challenge   A four- 
 student team from Maimonides
 School captured third place in the
 annual BeaverDash Engineering 
Challenge at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Aaron Marks ’14, Austin Hauser 
’15, Yosef Zirkind ’14 and David Glass ’14 
finished ahead of 11 other schools in the 
annual design competition for high school 
teams of four or five students. The challenge 
was to design a bionic arm for the mascot 
of the MIT women’s engineering club. 
Participants had to work within a budget 
and use routine arts and crafts supplies. 
The Maimonides entry was lifting objects 
after about 90 minutes of preparation.  The 
Maimonides delegation was organized by 
teacher Tamir Teichmann. Junior Ezra Altabet 

also planned to participate but was unable  
to attend.

J unior honorees  Five juniors 
 received special academic honors 
 on May 17, as prize books and awards 
 were presented during an assembly 
of the Class of 2014.  Liorah Rubinstein 
received the Harvard Prize Book Award, 
Baram Sosis accepted the Yale Book Award, 
and Daniel Schwartz received the Frederick 
Douglass and Susan B. Anthony Award, all 
given for achievement in the social sciences 
and humanities. The other honors were in the 
field of science. Keren Starobinski accepted 
the Rensselaer Medal, given for achievement 
in math and science, and Beni Snow received 
the Bausch & Lomb Honorary Science Award.  
Tamar Gelb, director of college counseling, 
presided. 

C hidon success  Grade 7 student  
 Elad Jeselsohn finished 13th in the 
 recent national Chidon HaTanach, 
 Hebrew junior high school division. 
Elad, son of Joel and Rinath Jeselsohn, was 
among dozens of regional finalists who  
qualified for the Bible contest exam, which  
took place in New York City on May 5.

D ignitaries visit  A high-level  
 delegation from the World Zionist  
 Organization met with Maimonides  
 School students, parents and 
administrators on May 30 and came away 
impressed and enlightened. Avraham 
Duvdevani, WZO chair, and his entourage 
took part in  a 45-minute discussion with 
some 35 Upper School students, entirely in 
Hebrew, and a one-hour conversation with 
parents.
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Posing with their trophies following the BeaverDash engineering challenge at MiT are, from left, Aaron Marks ’14, Austin Hauser ’15,  
Yosef Zirkind ’14 and David Glass ’14. 




